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Statistics on Flights Carrying Ethiopian New Immigrants, 2011
In November 2010, the Ethiopian community’s list of potential olim numbered 7,846 individuals. 
Since then, the Ministry of Interior has examined 6,205 aliyah candidates and approximately 3,000 
candidates received aliyah approval and are waiting in Gondar. 

In 2011, there were a total of 24 flights on average twice per month which brought a total of 2,299 
Ethiopian new immigrants through September.  An expected 2,672 Ethiopian new immigrants will 
arrive in Israel by the end of 2011 out of a total of 19,403 expected new immigrants in 2011. In 
comparison to last year’s statistics, this number represents a 61% increase in the number of Ethiopian 
new immigrants.
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2012 Aliyah Flights From Ethiopia
In addition to the 3,000 individuals who already received approval to make aliyah and are still in 
Gondar, approximately 1,640 aliyah candidates are awaiting examination.  It is expected that 
approximately 1,000 of these individuals will be approved for aliyah, meaning that approximately 
4,000 Ethiopian new immigrants will be coming on aliyah.

Note that the rate of aliyah is dependant upon Government policy. 

The following tentative aliyah flights dates from Ethiopia have been scheduled for 2012 (must be 
re-confirmed with Ethiopian Airlines).  All dates were set to avoid any conflict with both Jewish and/
or Israel holidays and the arrival time will allow the new immigrants to prepare for Shabbat after 
landing. Each flight will bring between 70-90 individuals. No chartered flights are scheduled.

•	 January: 4th, 11th, 18th. 
•	 February: 1st, 15th, 22nd. 
•	 March: 7th, 14th, 21st. 
•	 April: 2nd, 18th, 23rd.
•	 May: 2nd, 9th, 16th.
•	 June: 6th, 13th, 20th.
•	 July: 4th, 11th, 18th.
•	 August: 1st, 8th, 22nd.
•	 September: 5th, 12th.
•	 October: 10th, 17th, 24th.
•	 November: 7th, 14th, 21st. 
•	 December: 5th, 19th, 26th. 
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The Promise of a Better Future
The overnight transition from an agrarian, patriarchal society with well-defined family and gender 
roles to a fast-paced, urban, industrialized culture is overwhelming for many Ethiopian immigrants.  
Approximately 5,500 Ethiopian new immigrants, the majority of whom are Falash Mura, currently 
reside in 16 Jewish Agency absorption centers which serve as a critical “first home” in Israel for a 
period of two years. They significantly ease integration into Israeli society by providing temporary, 
immediate housing solutions and basic necessities.  At absorption centers, children benefit from 
educational and cultural programs that bridge educational and social gaps and facilitate the 
absorption process.  Additional projects which help to ease the transition into Israeli society range 
from employment training, pre-academic and higher education programs.

Breakdown of Ethiopian New Immigrants Living in Absorption Centers
Region Name of Absorption Center Full Capacity Number of 

Families
Total Number of 
New Immigrants

North

Bet Alpha 400 82 218

Gilboa 320 55 195

Hanita 300 79 245

Tapuz 300 119 249

Tzahal 9 480 45 209

Ca'anan 300 135 286

Meron 420 128 564

Ayelet Hashachar 500 149 247

Sapir 450 136 364

Center Mevasseret Zion 1200 480 1143

South

Barnea 450 151 337

Kalisher 350 126 286

Cheruv 600 211 427

Nurit (Eshkobit) 450 163 352

Orli 200 34 136

Shoshana 300 118 263

TOTAL 7,020 2,211 5,521

The following story highlights the story of one Ethiopian immigrant, from Gondar to Israel. 

Desli Malsa is only 6 years old, but his life experiences suggest a maturity well beyond his years. Growing 
up in a small village in Ethiopia with limited access to basic resources and education, Desli worked as a 
shepherd and was responsible for a large flock of sheep. Each day, Desli ventured outside of the village 
to collect water from the river, the only water source available for miles around.

It was discovered one day that Desli’s family is Jewish, and they were brought to the Aliyah Center 
in Gondar where they were given vaccinations, nutritious meals and became part of the community. 
There, he learned about what it means to be Jewish, and that there is a homeland for the Jewish people 
in Israel. From that moment, he dreamt of little else and wanted more than anything to live in Israel.
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The Malsa family finally made aliyah in January 2011 and moved to the Meron Tsfat Absorption Center. 
Desli enrolled in the Yesodot program where he learned Hebrew and received an intense Jewish 
education. The program focuses not only on Hebrew and Israeli culture, but prepares students for 
Israel’s educational system through learning enhancement opportunities. 

Having made it to Israel, Desli’s life has completely changed for the better. He is able to have a regular 
childhood, an education and a proper home. “I have started learning, I have friends and we play all day 
and work together.”

Challenges Facing the Ethiopian Community
Despite the best efforts of the Government of Israel and organizations that work towards facilitating 
the absorption process, Israel’s Ethiopian population still has the highest rate of poverty of any social 
group, with two-thirds living below the poverty line. Economic deprivation impacts every aspect of 
their life, including youngsters’ scholastic achievements.  For example, only 38% of Ethiopian youth 
are eligible for high school diplomas and the unemployment rate among young adults is close to 20%.  
The Ethiopian community also has homicide and crime rates that are higher than other new immigrant 
communities in Israel. 

Children in their Purim costumes
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Keren Hayesod-UIA is a partner in a number of strategic efforts to strengthen and empower the 
Ethiopian immigrant community to overcome the challenges stemming from the absorption 
process.  There are several key initiatives which  strive to foster the successful integration of Ethiopian 
immigrants into Israeli society and ensure their upward socio-economic mobility.  These include 
Youth Villages and Higher Education Scholarships. 

Youth Villages
Educational villages for youth at risk utilize intensive remedial programs and therapy that give youth 
a second chance to complete their education and become productive members of society.  Each 
village has a comprehensive array of intense remedial educational programs, formal and holistic 
alternative therapies and professional training that nurture youth and give them the knowledge and 
self-confidence to maximize their potential and complete high school, serve in the IDF, start their 
own businesses and/or obtain university degrees. At present, 230 Ethiopian new immigrant youth at 
risk are living and studying in educational youth villages. In addition to their academic achievements, 
many of these youth excel in sports, music and other areas.

The following are examples of the academic progress achieved at youth villages in 2010-11:

Ramat Hadassah - 310 students, 65 of whom (about 20%) are Ethiopians. Last year, 45% of students 
graduated from the village’s new secondary school with full matriculation, which is slightly above 
the national average. More than 95% of the village’s youth graduated with either a full or partial 
matriculation or a professional certification. 

Ben Yakir - 121 students, 70% of whom are Ethiopians. This year, a total of 12 students completed 
the 12th grade.  Among them 5 are studying in professional technical programs offered at the two 
year vocational technical college at Hadassah Neurim Youth Village in Netanya.  After their studies, 
they plan to enlist in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). The remaining seven are all enlisting in the IDF.  

Kiryat Yearim - 148 students, 60% of whom are Ethiopians. Many of the students arrive at the village 
with a scholastic lag of 3-7 school years, and some even arrived in 9th grade without being able to 
read and write. Over 90 percent of Kiryat Yearim’s graduates enlist in the military or national service 
(compared with figures of 63% among the general population).

Higher Education Scholarships
As new immigrants, many Ethiopians lack the resources and opportunity to advance like their Israeli 
peers. Many live independently, far away from their families. Not only having to adapt to a new 
society, country and culture, they must also support themselves financially while they endeavor to 
obtain an academic degree in a language that is not their own.  Keren Hayesod– UIA is instrumental 
in ensuring that these talented new immigrant students have the same opportunity to succeed as 
their Israeli peers by providing them with tuition grants for up to three years towards undergraduate 
and graduate studies. The Higher Education Scholarships program provides scholarships to some 
10,000 students every year, including subsistence grants for special disadvantaged groups, including 
Ethiopian new immigrants. The project also runs a wide variety of social and cultural activities, field-
trips, and seminars. This year, 1,341 Ethiopians are pursuing higher education degrees in fields 
including law, medicine and the social sciences.  
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Success Story
Annette Ayalin immigrated to Israel in 1985 with her family when she was 
one year old and resided in an absorption center for a few years. In 1995, 
her parents divorced and her mother moved to Rishon Lezion, taking 
Annette and her five siblings with her. Annette completed four years of her 
secondary school education at a boarding school and then was recruited for 
service in the IDF. After her army service, Annette successfully completed 
a one year academic preparatory course and was accepted into the Sami 
Shamoon College of Engineering to pursue a Bachelors of Science degree 
in Software Engineering where she is finishing her third year.    

On behalf of Keren Hayesod – United Israel Appeal we are extremely grateful to you for 
your kindness and generosity in your support of assisting Ethiopian new immigrants in 
their first steps towards making Aliyah through Keren Hayesod supported programs. You 
enable them to have the opportunity to fulfill their potential and dreams of successfully 
integrating into Israeli Society. 

Breakdown of Students According to Field of Study No. Of Students

Multidiscipline Tracks and Other 83
Architecture & Design 8
Electronics 23
Arts, Cinema, Music, Photography, Theatre 6
Engineering - Computer Science 170
Early Childhood Educational / Education 110
Chemistry & Biology, Biotechnology & Life Sciences 20
Economics, Statistics & Logistics 78
Social Sciences - Political Science 81
General Studies 43
Business/Industry Management 113
Behavioral Science 48
Higher Education Preparatory Programs 126
Law 61
Mathematics & Physics 4
Social Work 63
Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology 22
Criminology 30
Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing Health Care Related 98
Communications/Communication Disorders 23
Other 131
Total 1,341


